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Many people doing many different things!
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Reflections from the Christmas
Party at Contact 123
on 20th December 2008

hank God for His providence, the good weather,
and a wonderful and joyful party at Contact 1 2 3.
Everyone shared Christmas with the residents
and had a wonderful time fellowshipping.
We spent two and half hours, the
preparation was heavy-going
and hard work, but the love for
Christ Jesus was in everyone's

heart to share and give to the
Christmas party.
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| would like to thank the cell
groups for coming to help with
- the program. | have never seen
such unity and bonding in TMC.
As this is my 2nd year as a
member in TMC, | am very
' | touched by the sincere, hard work,
and encouragement from one
| | another. Everyone gave their full
strength and support.

'

| thank God for placing me in this
Church and | look forward to working
with others again. God Bless.

tis Christmas and | don't want to keep Christmas
in the house or in the church ... | want to bring it
to the community here.

Jessie
Lee




ur objective is really to celebrate Christmas with

them, share a little with them what Christmas is

to Christians, touch a few lives ...hopefully get to
know at least one or two persons on

\ an individual basis...

\

| | sense that those who are here pretty

| much enjoyed themselves. | think a

4 | lotofitis really making a connection

\ ﬁ\ on an individual basis. Ata general

" | level when you talk to them, put up

; \ a little show, get them to sing, at a
"% | general level we make a general

: .‘\ connection. On a more meaningful

— — L} i i g
— == |evel, | suppose it's more individual.

One of the ladies (non-Chinese) brought her
daughter here. Very nice lady. Another gentleman
is a regular here. Just a short while chatting. Just
to know that they are coming to the centre ...it's a
good chance to connect with them further.

e

anthi is an Indian. We invited her to church. We
exchanged phone numbers and hopefully she will
come tomorrow.

[Ed: Santhi did visit TMC the next day]

was supposed to sing ...at the same time, | think |
just became a photographer...with lots of pictures
and helped with the goody bag.

| was quite surprised to find

and Indian children around
here. | actually approached
- them, talked to them, made
- friends with them because

they were pretty lonely.

- that there are some Malay kids \
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met a few aunties and uncles today. They are
very nice.

One of the aunties said that she very much wants
to join tomorrow's service, but there is a Chinese
festival tomorrow as well. | told her to rearrange
her time and she said "ok". |think I'm expecting
her to join us tomorrow.

| talked to her. | said, "l will wait for you. So it's
on?" She said, "ok ok".

N e e
e

tried to encourage two aunties to have an open
heart to come to our church just to listen to what
the pastor has to say. They should come to hear
the good news so that they will know who is our
living God.

This aunty actually shared that her elder son is a
Christian. | said to her that he must have his
reasons for choosing this faith. Previously, he was
a Buddhist. | told her that she should give herself
a chance to go to church. It was quite wonderful
talking to her.




Post-Christmas Reflections

M

An Op Connect initiative
by a small group

y wife (Jeannie) and | felt that this Christmas, we
should do something different to remind ourselves
of its true purpose - to celebrate the birth of our
Saviour and share His love with others. Although
there's nothing wrong with spending time with our
family and friends at Christmas, we thought we
should do something extra, to hopefully make a
small difference in the lives of others, especially Kenneth
those who have yet to come to know our Lord. Chee
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We were initially "stunned" by the noise level -
wow, those kids were a really chatty bunch! |
played the violin for the carol-singing, and it was
a challenge to play louder than the singing and
chatting! We were very impressed with how
many of the carolers were able to interact
effectively with the kids (even though the
kids were a pretty noisy/rowdy bunch).
Sophia, for example, was great with the
games, and was able to be firm yet
cheerful. | think all in all, it was a great
start, given that for many of us (I think),

it was the first time we were doing this.
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As the night progressed, the kids became more
responsive and we all had lots of fun. Our 3-and-
a-half-year-old boy, Joshua, was very happy to
be able to participate in the singing, dancing and
handing out of gifts! For us adults, it was just
great to be able to watch a bunch of kids enjoying
themselves, getting excited over winning games
and prizes. Brings back fond memories of our
own childhood :P

We're thankful for the opportunity. As a young
family, it's challenging juggling responsibilities
and trying to find time to participate in ministry. It
was really easy and natural for us to tag along
with a group for this caroling session. But this
certainly is a great way to take baby steps to-
wards getting more involved in ministry, and
more so, in our community. Surely God would
want to see TMC being a blessing to the larger
community, sharing the good news and connect-
ing with the many souls who live in our immediate
vicinity who have yet to know Jesus. Each of us
can look out for opportunities to play a small part
in connecting with the community.




A very big THANK YOU to all of you!

Your presence and your time have lighted up so
many hearts here in Contact 123 and the children
are still talking about it. Truly praise God for all of
you!

Thank you for the games,

Thank you for the carolling,

Thank you for the stories,

Thank you for the presents,

Thank you for chocolates,

Thank you for the candies

Thank you for the fun

Thank you for the log cake

Thank you for the beautiful photos,
Thank you for spending your precious time with us,
Thank you for everything!

Just want to emphasize again,

THANK YOU FOR BEING GOD'S CHANNELS
OF BLESSINGS to the community in Serangoon
North Estate.



I ust wanted to share a reflection.

Hon Yuh and Seok Eng will remember that, in
December 2006, we were leading the Youth Camp
participants into the neighbourhood to let them
experience "reaching out" by distributing balloons
and flyers for the Christmas Party at TMC that year.
At that time, we chanced upon the Residents'
Committee at Block 101 preparing their residents'
Christmas party for that evening ... so we dreamt of
the day that we would be able to have a Christmas
party in the neighbourhood for the residents.
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God has answered that prayer! He has moved
various groups of people over this Christmas
season and we had not 1 but 2 parties! ... one on
20 December and one on 24 December.

Praise God indeed for all of you for your presence
has ushered His Love into this neighbourhood!

A Family Connection

y brother-in-law who had earlier informed of his
non-attendance due to another party he had to
attend, dropped by with his family and even
brought some food for our party. This brother had
stayed away from the family due to some mis-
understanding and had not attended any family
functions for over 2 years. His act of coming to
see his siblings together with his wife and 2 sons
showed a willingness to let go of the past and
start connecting with each other. | thank God that
this event had opened doors for reuniting of rela-
tionships. | am filled with joy that our prayers had
been answered in His time. Shalom

[Ed: Names have been withheld due to the sensitive
nature of this story]



A Workplace Connection

n Sunday 18th Jan 09, | was in camp finishing up
some work when the duty officer asked me to send
a form to his colleague, V, who was staying near my
block. V is suffering from kidney failure and has to
undergo regular dialysis. That evening, when | went
over to his place, V whom | did not know personally,
looked thin and frail and | could sense that he was
not in good shape. His wife, Y was at home and she
was equally surprised to see a stranger knocking at
the door. After | had introduced myself and taken
back the form that V had signed, | left the home but
could not forget the plight of V and Y. | was also told
by Y that they had some financial concerns.

| went back to office the next day to relate their finan-
cial concerns to my admin officer, and was told that
nothing could be done, as V was still drawing a salary
from the organisation and his medical bills could not
be fully subsidised. The admin officer also told me
that Y used to mention money problems to anyone
who made regular visits to V, who was on long medi-
cal leave at home.

| had a choice, to either just leave the matter at the
doorstep of V and Y, or to continue with regular visits
to the family of V and Y. | remembered Op Connect
and was prompted by the Lord to take the second
option.

The financial and health matters of V remains in the
hands of the Lord, but | am trusting God to show me
how to reach out to the family of V and Y in other
ways.

Terrence
Ooi
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What's Up at the Operation
Connect Corner?
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Keep your connection stories, photos and videos coming in to the
Op Connect Corner, or send them to opconnect@tmc.org.sg.
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Other postings on the board...

‘ Hi, Parishioners of Serangoon Parish, you have been my source of
inspiration in my journey of getting closer to the Lord.
~ Daisie...love you.

‘ Connect @ Contact 123. Sharing my learnings about Blogging with the
Seniors @ Contact 123 is enriching. The warmth of fellowship is so
welcoming that | look forward to coming to 123.
~ Dick

* Thank you for inviting us to have fellowship with your Parishioners @
Parish Cell Group. Thank you for your warm welcome and hospitality.
~ Teong Wan & Geck Luan

‘ The children at Contact 123 need care and concern, that's why they are
at 123 and not at home. Go visit them when you are free, get to know
their names and you can care for them by saying a prayer for them.
Prayer changes things, and their life can get better thro' your prayers!

Our new friends in our tour group in Adelaide. Please pray that we will
be able to glorify His name as we share God's love with them.
~ Cher Khee, Maely & Cheryl

Thank God for connections made at Contact 123 party. Connecting
with GIED Small Group and Chinese Ministry who spontaneously came
forward to help make the party a success. And He added to their
Numbers. Indeed He added to our numbers when 3 more ladies were
informed by their friends to come to the party at Contact 123.

~ Pat Yong

The Blind. Celebration Party during Chinese New Year. Bring blind to
the party.
~ Heartbeat of God Small Group

B

Non-Christian family members. Introducing them to Christ.
~ Sin Guek & Family

fo=

| want to thank God that we can make an effort to connect with the
small groups & Chinese Ministry to reach out to the residents in Seran-
goon North, and kids and friends in Contact 123. We praise and thank
the Lord for good turnout. We had a wonderful time of fellowship!

~ Alice Ng
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