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OP CONNECT: One Thing Leads To Another by Leong Chee Liang

It all started with my invitation to my colleague, Andy, his wife Lily and their children,
Ashlyn and Ashton to attend the Children’s Ministry musical ‘Nic at Night’ last

year. Unfortunately they were unable to make it to ‘Nic at Night’. Although Andy was
not a Christian, he recognized that his children could benefit from good Christian
values. Several months after the ‘Nic at Night’ invitation, he asked whether he and his
family could come to church with me, and whether his children could go to Sunday
School. Timmediately said, “Sure!”

In the meantime, we, the members of the ex-ROCK small group had just started meeting
again. It was after Andy and his family had attended the 11.15 am service for about 1
month that we asked if Andy and Lily would be open to joining the ROCK small group,
which consists of families with young children. They readily agreed and thus the ROCK
small group grew to 5 families, including 14 children. (You can imagine the decibel
level when the group congregates — talk about fruitful!)

At the ROCK’s monthly Saturday sessions,
we are currently going through a series of
studies on parenting. These are not overt
evangelism meetings or rallies. During one
of the sessions, however, one of our small
group members realized that Andy was not
a Christian. He exclaimed, “Andy, I didn’t
know you weren’t a Christian?!” Literally,
one thing led to the other, and Andy was
asked if he would like to receive Jesus
Christ into his life. On the spot, without Andy (being pointed at)
hesitation, Andy said the sinner’s prayer
and a chorus of “hallelujahs” then resounded throughout the room (and I’'m sure in
heaven too). I was very happy and glad that day that Andy (one of my close friends
amongst my colleagues) made that decision. It is marvellous to see how God works: one
of the sisters in our group shared afterwards that God had impressed upon her earlier in
the week that there would be a time of ministry at the meeting but, at that time, she could
not figure out what that could be. God’s timing is always perfect.

I am usually a person who would feel very uncomfortable with just walking up to
someone (strangers or friends) to share the gospel. However, through this episode, I have
learnt that God can use us in whatever circumstances we may be in to reveal His love and
saving grace to others. Our lives can be a testimony to those whom we cross paths with.
It is “not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit”, says the Lord.

Peace be with you all.
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It was a great experience as this was
something new, especially the part where we
had to approach others to lend a helping
hand. It was very challenging as we faced
many rejections despite our Rind offers to
assist them but even then, we still walked
away Rnowing we had at least tried. ~ We
also tried to talk to the children at Contact
123... For me, I was glad to have met a boy
called Kevin, 13, who was really friendly.

~ Blossom
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Tt was o great
experience as we
4ot t0 know how
the kids at
Contact 123 feel
Apout our Qod
“Marcy

though some people
igroreq us and gove us weird
(0oks [when we extended owr acts of
kindness] , we still made the effort to
Ao something nice for them (¢4

smile). ‘We should step out of our

When we do things
out of kindness, we
shouldn’t expect

Dean helped an
old lady up the

anything in return. bus, Jerald
~ Anonymous helped clean the
tables for an

uncle ~ Jared

T helped a.

For kind foreign cleaner
acts to With his jobo.
be
done, we
must step
out of our
comfort
zones. When J It was the first time
we greet that I visited Contact
stran- 123. ...We even
gers / interviewed Leonard, a
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We should still
offer others a
helping hand
although

they may not
accept our help
~Audrey Chia

not need a
reason to be

Challenging but
rewarding when we
got to share with
people why we
were doing what we
did

~ Cheryl

Learnt to
lend a
helping hand
to those in
need

" Sophiz Foo

People are quite
reluctant to

receive help when ! haye
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‘ even the
them carry) thei simplest acts
stuff. Wayoe it's of saying “hi’
a face issue. and smiling
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Correct answers revealed!
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How did you fare?

Which sentence best describes Op Connect?

It is a project to be done by the Witness & Evangelism Committee and
reported to the church.

It is an ongoing encouragement to all worshippers in TMC to make a
connection with someone who does not yet know Jesus Christ.

I need to “phone a friend”.

Op Connect is about...

recognising that each of us is part of the body of Christ.

knowing and acting upon the knowledge that each of us has been given
God’s commandment to love.

knowing and acting upon the knowledge that each of us has been given
God’s commission to preach the Good News, to baptise and to disciple.
trusting in the Holy Spirit to be a contemporary Acts 2 church.

All of the above.

As ambassadors for Christ, all worshippers at TMC ...

need to initiate acts of love, compassion and concern for others.

have to wait for the church to organise formalised outreach programs and
projects so that they can make connections with others.
Can I poll other worshippers for the answer?
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In making connections with others, a worshipper at TMC has to ...

share the 4 Spiritual Laws with the person he is making a connection with,
and convert him on the spot.

sit back, sip a drink, and wait for opportunities to connect to come by.

be intentional and take the initiative to make a connection by, for example,
performing small acts of kindness, inviting a colleague to a meal, organising
a neighbour to party and whatever else strikes the imagination.

Why is no training required before a worshipper at TMC goes out to
make a connection?

Because the church has not got the training schedule and curriculum in order
Because there is no training or certificate required for a worshipper to make
a connection with someone else

Because the church has not been able to secure the services of a suitable
trainer

After a connection has been made, a worshipper at TMC should...

Feel embarrassed about sharing his story with others in the TMC
community.

Keep quiet about it because connection stories that revolve around small acts
of kindness, and invitations to parties and meals, are small and insignificant.
Share his connection story through Op Connect because the Bible tells us to
“encourage one another and build each other up!”

When you visit the Op Connect link from TMC’s website
(www.tmc.org.sg),

you can read about other worshippers’ connection stories

view photographs and videos of other worshippers’ connection attempts
get inspirational tips each month on how to connect with others

All of the above.

-

Now you know more about OP CONNEC'T,
so what else are you waiting for?
Go out there and make connections!
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Congratulations to the following
winners of the
OP CONNECT Pop Quiz!
Please collect your free ticket to
TMC’s 53rd Church Anniversary
Lunch no later than 30 August 2009.
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